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Compass Travel Grant Guidelines

Overview

Northern Territory Primary Health Network (Northern Territory PHN) supports and strengthens
primary healthcare delivery and workforce capability across the Northern Territory, including
through its role as the Northern Territory’s Rural Workforce Agency. This includes planning and
delivering workforce-focused events such as the Compass Conference.

The Compass Conference is a key professional development and networking event for the
Northern Territory health workforce, bringing together health professionals from across the
Territory, particularly those working and living in remote communities.

To help reduce the financial barriers to attending the conference, Northern Territory PHN offers
Compass Travel Grants. These grants assist eligible health professionals with essential travel-
related costs so more remote health workers can benefit from attending the conference.

Two grant streams are available:

¢ Remote@Compass, which supports travel for eligible non-government primary
healthcare professionals working in remote areas.

¢ Mob@Compass, which supports travel for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health
professionals working in remote areas.

Successful applicants may receive up to $2,000.00 (GST exclusive) to assist with travel and up
to three nights accommodation. The grant does not cover meals, food, or other incidental
expenses.

Eligibility Criteria

Remote@Compass Grant
To be eligible, applicants must:

e be part of the health workforce providing services in the private or non-government
primary healthcare sector;

e be committed to attend the full two days of conference, and

e be currently working in a location (MMM 3-7) in the Northern Territory.

Eligible professions include, but are not limited to:

e Diabetes Educators

e Dietitians

e Exercise Physiologists
e General Practitioners
o GP Registrars

o Midwives

o Nurses
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Occupational Therapists
Pharmacists
Physiotherapists
Podiatrists

Practice managers
Psychologists

Rural Generalists

Social Workers

Speech Pathologists

Priority will be given to the above workforce groups. Health professionals employed by
Australian Government or local government agencies or organisations are not eligible.

Mob@Compass Grant
To be eligible, applicants must:
o identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander;

e be part of the health workforce providing services in the private or non-government
primary healthcare sector;

e be committed to attend the full two days of conference, and

o be part of the health service workforce in remote location (MMM 3-7) in the Northern
Territory.

Eligible roles include, but are not limited to:
e Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers and health practitioners
o allied health assistants

e other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workforce roles supporting primary
healthcare delivery.

Priority will be given to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander workforce roles that provide direct
primary healthcare and community-based health services.

Assessment and Allocation of Funding

Compass Travel Grants are allocated to eligible applicants on a first-come, first-served basis,
subject to available funding.

Applications will be assessed by Northern Territory PHN to confirm eligibility against the
Compass 2026 Travel Grant Guidelines. In considering applications, Northern Territory PHN
may take into account factors such as eligibility, completeness of the application, availability of
funding and the information provided about the benefits of attending the Compass Conference.

Northern Territory PHN reserves the right to approve, vary and distribute funding in a way that
best supports participation and ensures allocated funds are used effectively. This may include
approving less than the maximum amount requested so that funding can be shared across a
greater number of applicants.
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Applicants are encouraged to apply early. Applications will remain open until 19 June 2026, or
until all available funding is allocated, whichever occurs first.

Payment and Reimbursement

Remote@Compass
Funding is provided on a reimbursement basis. Successful applicants must submit:

e acompleted Compass Reimbursement Claim Form
e proof of payment and tax invoices for eligible expenses
e confirmation of registration for the Compass Conference.

Mob@Compass

Funding under Mob@Compass will be managed on a case-by-case basis. There are two
reimbursement options, depending on individual circumstances:

1. Reimbursement to individuals
Payment is made directly to the successful applicant. Applicants must submit:

e acompleted Compass Reimbursement Claim Form
e proof of payment and tax invoices for eligible expenses
e confirmation of registration for the Compass Conference.

2. Reimbursement to employing service

Paymentis made directly to the applicant’s employing health service (with prior written
approval from the applicant). Applicants and employers must submit:

e written approval from the successful applicant providing authorisation of grant funds to
be disbursed to their employer on their behalf

e avalid tax invoice from the employing service

e proof of payment and tax invoices for eligible expenses

e confirmation of registration for the Compass Conference.

All documentation must be complete and submitted prior to reimbursement being processed.

Reasonable costs
Reasonable Costs

Compass Travel Grant funding supports reasonable, necessary, and cost-effective travel
expenses directly related to attending the Compass Conference.

Eligible expenses must align with the following:
Air Travel

e economy class airfares only
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e applicants are expected to select the most cost-effective flights available at the time of
booking
e business class, premium economy and upgrades are hot supported.

Ground Transport

e private vehicle use may be reimbursed where required to travel to the conference
location

e reimbursement will be in line with the current Australian Taxation Office cents per
kilometre rate

o mileage will be calculated from the applicant’s usual work location to conference
location, and return travel only and submitted via the Compass Reimbursement Claim
Form

e referto: https://www.ato.gov.au/businesses-and-organisations/income-deductions-

and-concessions/income-and-deductions-for-business/deductions/deductions-for-
motor-vehicle-expenses/cents-per-kilometre-method.

Accommodation
e up to 3 nights accommodation will be supported.

Exclusions
The following costs are not eligible:

e airport transfers, taxis, rideshare, or local transport costs
e meals, food, and beverages

e incidentals (e.g. minibar, room service, entertainment)

e companion or family travel

e travelinsurance

e upgrade fees or discretionary booking changes.

Grant Conditions

Successful applicants are expected to attend the Compass 2026 Conference and register their
attendance on arrival.

If an applicant is unable to attend due to exceptional or unforeseen circumstances, Northern
Territory PHN must be notified as soon as practicable. Failure to attend without notification or
accepted circumstances may result in withdrawal of the grant or recovery of funds where
reimbursement has occurred.
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Exceptional Circumstances

Exceptional circumstances that prevent attendance will be considered on a case-by-case
basis. Applicants must notify Northern Territory PHN promptly to allow these circumstances to

be assessed.

Enquiries

If you have any further enquiries, please email compass@ntphn.org.au.
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